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HYBRID PEPTIDES AND M PTHnnS OF THEIR USE 
EfifaignCfl *° Government Rights 

The present invention was made, in part, in 
the course of work under Research Grant HL-33014 from 
5 the National Institutes of Health, United States 
Public Health Service. 

FarKnrft""* " f th * invention 

The present invention relates to synthetic 
peptide analogues of active sites on proteins and 
10 their uses. More particularly, the invention relates 
to hybrid linear peptides which have sites that mimic 
at least two interaction sites of proteins with 
receptor sites, e.g., receptor sites for fibrinogen 
oh platelets. 

!5 The interaction between platelets and plasma 

proteins such as fibrinogen has been- extensively 
studied. Separate platelet receptor recognition 
domains or interaction sites have been located on the 
gamma chain and alpha chain of fibrinogen. &SS. 

20 Hawiger, J., Timmons, S., Kloczewiak, M. , Strong, 
D. D. , and Doolittle, R. F. , Proc. Hatl ■ ftrafl. Sci. 
p.s.a. 79. p. 2068 (1982). The platelet receptor 
recognition domain on the gamma chain is located 
between residues 400-411 (y400-411), and the alpha 

25 chain platelet receptor recognition domain is thought 
to be related to two loci (o95-97 and a572-575>. 
The sequences on the gamma chain ( HHLGGAKQ AGDV ) are 
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not homologous to the common areas flanking th 
sequence RGD on the alpha chain. 

The native human fibrinogen alpha chain 
fragment encompassing residues a518-584 and the 

5 gamma chain fragment encompassing residues y385-411 
can each independently inhibit the ADP- or 
thrombin-induced interaction between the glycoprotein 
fibrinogen receptor on platelets and fibrinogen. 
However, because of the disparity in structure 

10 between the alpha and gamma platelet receptor 
recognition domains, functional cross-specificity 
testing had not been carried out. As is demonstrated 
herein, synthetic peptide analogues of the alpha 
chain can inhibit gamma chain binding and 

15 visa-versa. The use of synthetic peptide analogues 
in platelet-binding systems, as well as their medical 
applications, is further discussed in United States 
Patents Nos. 4,661,471, 4,666,884, and 4,703,039, all 
based on applications of some of the present 

2D; inventors. 

Fibrinogen, fibrin, and von Willebrand 

factor are important in the formation of hemostatic 

platelet plugs and the initiation of thrombotic 
lesions. Blockage caused by these plugs and the 
25 damage caused by thrombotic lesions are major factors 
in heart disease and stroke. Much research has been 
directed towards developing drugs that will dissolve 
already formed blood clots but many of these drugs, 
e.g., see recent reports on the use of streptokinase 
30 and tissue plasminogen activator, have their 

drawbacks. While enzymatic methods of dissolving 
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clots may h lp minimize the after-effects of heart 
attacks, a pharmaceutical preparation which will 
inhibit platelet adhesion and clumping may prevent 
the initial blockage of blood vessels responsible for 
5 cardiac or cerebral infarction. 

Alternatively, the manufacture and use of 
molecules which promote platelet aggregation, or 
adhesion to blood vessels may have a variety of 
uses. For example, a number of patients, e.g., some 

10 bleeders, may be missing fibrinogen or von Willebrand 
factor due to genetic deficiencies or due excess 
consumption in circulation. A synthetic platelet 
aggregation or adhesion promoting molecule can assist 
in platelet plug formation and attachment of plugs to 

15 blood vessels to arrest bleeding and help these 
patients to lead normal lives. 

Accordingly, an object of the invention is 
to provide hybrid linear peptide analogues which 
mimic at least two distinct protein domains which 
2o interact with receptor sites on platelets. 

Another object of the invention is to 

provide a method in inhibiting the interaction 
between fibrinogen, von Willebrand factor, and other 
adhesive proteins with platelets by the use of hybrid 
25 linear peptide analogues of the interaction domains 
of the adhesive proteins. 

A further object of the invention is to 
provide synthetic aggregation or adhesion promoting 
molecules formed of multimers of hybrid linear 
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F ptide anal gues £ at least two int raction domains 
on fibrinogen or von Willebrand factor. 

These and other objects and features of the 
invention will be apparent from the following 
5 description and drawings. 

SymmarY off the Invention 

The present invention features hybrid linear 
peptides which have interaction sites that are 
analogous to interaction sites on a native protein. 
10 These interaction sites on the native protein will 
react with a receptor recognition site, e.g., a 
platelet receptor recognition site for the protein. 
The interaction sites are physically distinct in the 
native protein. 

35 In particular, the invention features a 

hybrid linear peptide of the form Xj-X 2 where 

is an analogue of a first interaction site on a 
protein for a first receptor domain of that protein 
and X 2 is an analogue for a second interaction site 

2Q)on the protein for a second receptor domain..-. The 
receptor can be a glycoprotein or any other type of 
receptor which reacts with a linear protein 
fragment. The domains or interaction sites are 
distinct on the native form of the protein. The 

25 preferred receptor is the glycoprotein receptor site 
on human platelets for fibrinogen, fibrin, 
von Willebrand factor, or other adhesive proteins. 
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Fibrinogen is the preferred protein wh se 
sit s form th basis of the analogues and X x and 
X 2 are preferably analogues of the interaction 
sites for platelets on the gamma and alpha chains, 
5 respectively. The Xj-X 2 preferred hybrid peptide 
has, therefore, at least a portion of the platelet 
receptor recognition domain from the gamma chain near 
its amino terminal end and a portion of the platelet 
" recognition receptor domain from the alpha chain near 

10 the carboxyl terminal end. Alternatively, the 

arrangements of these domains can be reversed. The 
most preferred X 2 or carboxyl terminal portion for 
f ibrinogen-platelet analogue systems is a 
tetrapeptide selected from a group consisting of 

15 RGDV, RGDN, RGDF, RGDY, RGDS, RGDM, and RGDC. The 
most preferred portion is a linear peptide 
fragment of 2-13 residues comprising an active 
portion of the sequence HHLGGAKQAGDV or substitute 
analogues thereof. The symbols designating the amino 

20 acids are those standard in peptide chemistry and are 
set forth in Table I. 
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TABLE I 

Amino Acid Symbols 



One-letter 

Amino Acifl Symbol 



15 



25 



Alanine 


A 


Arginine 


R 


Asparagine 


B 


Aspartic Acid 


D 


Asm * Asp 


B 


Cysteine 


C 


Glutamine 


Q 


Glutamic Acid 


E 


Gin + Glu 


Z 


Glycine 


G 


Histidine 


H 


Lsoleucine 


I 


Leucine 


L 


Lysine 


K 


Methionine 


M 


Phenylalanine 


F 


Proline 


P 


Serine 


S 


Threonine 


T 


Tryptophan 


W 


Tyrosine 


Y 


Valine 


V 
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The invention als features meth ds f 
inhibiting th interaction of platelets with native 
adhesive proteins, e.g., fibrinogen, primarily as an 
antiaggregation mechanism. This method has the steps 
5 of forming the hybrid linear peptide of the 
invention, reacting the hybrid peptide with the 
platelets, and exposing the platelets to the adhesive 
protein. Pre-incubation or pre-reaction of the 
peptides with the platelets and exposure of the 

10 peptides to the adhesive protein allows the hybrid 
peptides to interact with the platelets, thereby 
filling the receptor site, and prohibiting the 
adhesive protein platelet interaction. This type of 
procedure can be used to inhibit the interaction of 

15 fibrinogen, fibrin, von Willebrand factor, and other 
adhesive protein with platelets, thereby inhibiting 
hemostatic plug formation and adhesive of platelets 
to vessel walls. 

The invention further features a method of 
20 promoting aggregation and/or adhesion of platelets as 
part of a hemostatic plug formation process. This 
method is based on the use of multimers of the hybrid 
peptide of the invention to form synthetic 
aggregation or adhesion-promoting molecules. These 
25 multimers are either cross-linked plural copies of 
the hybrid or plural hybrids may be linked to a 
protein or other analogous backbone. In either case, 
the multimers have the ability to react with 
receptors on separate molecules, thereby 
30 cross-linking the molecules. The method of the 
invention starts by manufacturing these synthetic 
aggregation or adhesion promoting molecules and then 
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incubating th plat lets with -these molecul s und r 
conditions which promote the int raction between the 
receptors and the synthetic molecules. Conditions 
which help promote this type of adhesive interaction 
5 include activation of platelets with ADP, thrombin 
epinephrine, or other agonists. 

Brief Description of the Prongs 

Figure 1 illustrates that both the fragment 
corresponding to the platelet receptor recognition 
10 site on the alpha chain (RGDS) and the fragment 
corresponding to the platelet receptor recognition 
site on the gamma chain (y400-411) will inhibit the 
aggregation of platelets by gamma chain or alpha 
chain multimers; 

15 Figure 2 shows the inhibition of binding of 

125 I-Fibrinogen to human platelets by the 
incubation with gamma chain fragments (Fig. 2A) and 
alpha chain fragments (Fig. 2B-D) ; and 

Figure 3 illustrates the inhibition of 
20 binding of 12 5 I -Fibrinogen by seven different 

hybrid peptides within the scope of the invention. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

The present invention is based, in part, on 
the finding that platelet receptor recognition 
25 domains located on the gamma and alpha chains of 
human fibrinogen are functionally cross-inhibited by 
synthetic peptides derived from these chains despite 
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the lack of h mol g us amino acid sequences. Figur 
1 illustrates this phenomenon of cross-inhibition by 
synthetic peptide analogues of sequences present in 
the gamma and alpha chains. Figure 1A shows the 
5 inhibition of the interaction between platelets and 
gamma chain multimers, while Figure IB shows the 
inhibition of the interaction of platelets and alpha 
chain multimers. More particularly, Figure 1A 
illustrates an experiment whereby platelets were 

lopre-mixed with a buffer, a fragment corresponding to 
the alpha chain platelet receptor recognition domain 
of fibrinogen (RGDS), or the gamma chain platelet 
receptor recognition domain of fibrinogen 
( Y 400-411). After ADP-treatment, 5 pM of gamma 

15 chain multimers were added to the treated platelets 
and the transmission percentage was measured. As is 
evident from the Figure, the buffer had no effect on 
the percent transmission while the y4 00-411 
fragment clearly inhibited the interaction between 

20 the gamma chain multimers and the platelets. This is 
expected since the y400-411 fragment is the 
interaction site on the gamma chain. Surprisingly, 
the alpha chain fragment (RGDS) was equally effective 
in inhibiting the interaction with the gamma chain. 

25 multimers. An additional parallel experiment, as 
shown in Figure IB, illustrates that the alpha and 
gamma chain fragments will also inhibit the 
interaction between alpha chain multimers and 
ADP-treated platelets. Based on this finding, a 

30 -Checkerboard* analysis experiment was run testing a 
variety of concentrations of the alpha and gamma 
chain fragments to determine whether physical 
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mixtur s Interacted. Table II shows the results of 
this ezp riment. 

TABLE II 

Checkerboard Analysis of the Inhibitory Potency of a 
5 Combination of Dodecapeptide y400-411 and RGDS 
Toward 125 I-Fibrinogen Binding to Platelets. 



10 



RGDS 
;Y400-411^v 


0 


5 VM 


10 vM 


15 yM 


0 




30% 


46% 


i 

58% 


5 yM 


2% 


28% 


.54% 


65% 


1 15 pM 


10% 


55% 


60% 


72% 

i 


30 v» 


40% 


66% 


65% 


1 

i 

83% 


— ? • " 

60 liM 


61% 


73% 


77% 


93% 
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Concentrati ns of a d decapeptide (y400-411) 
ranging from 5-60 and concentrati ns of a 
tetrapeptide (RGDS) ranging from 5-15 vM were mixed 
as shown to test for inhibition of radiolabeled 
5 fibrinogen binding to platelets • Purified 
fibrinogen, iodinated with 125 I using standard 
iodine monochloride methods and having a specific 
radioactivity of 3 x 10 7 cpm/mg was used* Human 
platelets, separated from plasma proteins and 

10 suspended in HEPES balanced salt buffer, pH 7.35, 
were mixed with given concentrations of the peptide 
for five minutes. The labelled fibrinogen 
(33 yg/0.5 mL) was added, followed by 5 >iM ADP. 
The binding experiments were carried out a room 

15 temperature, without stirring, in a final volume of 
0.5 mL which contained 1 x 10 8 platelets. The 
results of Table II are shown as percent binding of a 
control value determined by a test without any 
peptide fragment added. 

20 as is evident from Table II, the inhibition 

is purely additive at low concentrations of peptide 
while as high concentrations, there is a fall-off of 
the additive effect. In no instance is a synergistic 
effect shown. 

25 The results of the foregoing experiments 

lead to further experimentation by the inventors on 
the structure of the binding domain on fibrinogen for 
human platelets. As part of this experimentation, 
hybrid peptides which form the basis of the present 

30 invention were manufactured and tested. As is 
evident from the following Example, surprising 
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r suits w r btain d when r latively sh rt hybrid 
peptides were formed having binding domains from both 
the alpha and gamma chain of fibrinogen in the same 
molecule. 

5 EXAMPLE i. 

la this Example, a series of hybrid peptides 
having a variety of analogues of receptor domains 
front the alpha and gamma chains of fibrinogen were 
tested for inhibition of binding of 125 I-Fibrinogen 

10 to ADP-treated human platelets and the inhibitory 
effect of the peptides on the aggregation of the 
ADP-treated platelet-rich plasma. The results 
clearly showed that the hybrid peptides of the 
invention yield surprisingly good inhibition of the 

15 fibrinogen-platelet interactions. 

The peptides were synthesized by solid phase 
methods either manually, see. Kloczewiak et al., 
trt^pmisfcrv . 21. P. 1767 (1984), or with a Biosearch 
5500 Peptide Synthesizer. The peptides were cleaved 

20: from the resin with HF and concentrations identified 
using standard procedures (sss Kloczewiak et al., 
Tbid. K The inhibition of aggregation of 
platelet-rich plasma was measured photometrically in 
a= Payton dual channel aggregometer (Payton 

25 associates, Buffalo, Hew York). Aggregation was 
measured after the addition of ADP (5 \M) using a 
percentage of maximum transmission (Tmax) and rate 
(slope value) which represented a change in one 
minute along a tangent line to the steepest increase 
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in light transinissi n. Tinimons t al., Trans . ASSOC . 
Phvs. . p. 226 (1986). 

Binding of 125 I-Fibrinogen was carried out 
as previously described, with a five minute 
5 incubation of the peptide and the plasma-free 
platelets in HEPES buffer followed by treatment with 
ADP and fibrinogen. 

Although the peptides were synthesized using 
standard solid phase peptide synthesis procedures, 

10 recombinant methodology could be use to form the 
hybrid peptides within the scope of the present 
invention. Therefore, as used herein, the term 
-hybrid peptide" or -synthetic peptide" means and 
includes hybrid or synthetic peptides made using any 

15 procedure including classical peptide synthesis and 
recombinant techniques. 

Figure 2 illustrates the inhibition of 
125 I-Fibrinogen binding by two peptide fragments, 
Y 400-411 and RGDS, corresponding to the gamma and 

20 alpha platelet receptor recognition domains of 

fibrinogen. As is shown by Figures 2A and 2B, these 
experiments yield IC 5Q values of 30 yM and 
10 vM, respectively. IC 50 values are the 
concentration of peptide at which there is 50% 

25 inhibition of fibrinogen binding. 

The results of the same experiment can also 
be seen as the first two lines under the column 
entitled 125 I-Fibrinogen binding, IC 5Q , on Table 
III. In addition, Table III also illustrates the 



t 
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IC e « for aggr gation of ADP-tr ated platelet-rich 
plasma by the same p ptides. These values ar 
300 pM and 50 vM, respectively. 

TfrBfrg Ill 

5 Antiaggregatory Potency of Synthetic Peptides 
Containing Sequences of Gamma and Alpha Chain of 
Human Fibrinogen. 









Aggregation 




125 


I-Fibrinogen 


in adp— Treatea 




Peptide 


Binding 


Platelet-Rich Plasma 


10 




1C 50 


IC 50 




Yfflffi,<3QAKQA6PV 


30 


300 




RGDS 


10 


50 




VTJGnSOHt,GGAKOAGDV 


30 


120 




RGDV 


6 


50 


is; 


BHT.GGAKOAGDSRGDV 


10. 


100 




HJft,GGAKOAGDVGRGDV 


28 


150 




CYHHI.GGAK0RGD2 


5 


150 




BGDF 


2 


40 




yORGDF 


13 


125 


20? 


AKQRGDF 


9 


75 




HHLGGAKORGDF 


6 


100 



A variety of hybrids having at least a 
portion of the platelet receptor recognition domain 
of the gamma chain or analogue thereof and the RGD 
25: portion of the platelet receptor recognition domain 
from the alpha chain were prepared using standard 
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solid phas methods. In s me f the hybrids, the 
terminal phenylalanin (F) or serin (S) of the alpha 
chain domain was replac d with a valine (V) because 
of the known effectiveness of valine at the terminal 
5 end of the y4 00-4 11 domain. 

Figures 3A-G showed testing with a variety 
of the hybrid peptides of the invention. In Figure 
3A, the peptide shown has the analogue of the domain 
from the alpha chain at the amino rather than 
10 carboscyl terminal end. In comparison to the other 
results, based particularly on inhibition of 
125 I-Fibrinogen binding, this type of hybrid 
peptide was deemed to be as effective as native 
peptide Y400-411. 



15 The experiments shown in Figure 3B-G all 

relate to tests run with hybrid peptides having a 
fragment or analogue of the gamma chain binding site 
in the amino region of the peptide and the alpha 
chain portion in the carboxyl area. The results 

20 indicate that replacing a portion of the gamma chain 
region with the alpha chain region with the alpha 
chain region promoted inhibition of 125 I-Fibrinogen 
binding. However, this effect diminishes under only 
two or three residues form the gamma chain remain. 



Turning again to Table III, this diminution 
effect is shown not just for 125 I-Fibrinogen 
binding but also for platelet aggregation with 
ADP-treated platelet-rich plasma. However, Table III 
shows one of the surprising results of use hybrids 
having both alpha and gamma chain components. Hybrid 
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peptides having a large p rti n of the gamma chain 
C mponent, .g., HHLGGAKQAGDSRGDV r 
HHLGGAKQAGDVGRGDV , yield improvement (deer as ) in 
the ratio of the amount necessary to inhibit 
5 125 l-Fibrinogen binding to the amount necessary to 
inhibit platelet aggregation. In fact, the 
aggregation-preventing amount is as low, or lower, 
then just the alpha tetrapeptide itself, a surprising 
finding. This is even more important since a problem 

10 with using just an alpha fragment is that the 

tetrapeptide fragment exerts a significant effect on 
the integrity of the vascular endothelium in regard 
to its interaction with the extra cellular matrix. 
Chen et al., ,t. c«ii Biol.. 3J&, p. 1885 (1987). In 

15 vivo , this effect may result in endothelial 

desquamation and/or impaired endothelialization of 
the denuded vascular surfaces. However, by making a 
fusion product of the dodecapeptide (y400-411) and 
the alpha chain fragments, the resulting hybrid may 

2D lose its reactivity towards vascular endothelium so 
it may be possible to produce hybrids having enhanced 
inhibitory potency while retaining the significant 
• features of the gamma chain domain, e.g., fibrinogen 
and platelet specificity and protection of vascular 

25 "endothelium. 

As is evident from the data presented in 
Table III, the potency of the hybrid peptides, even 
when including a cystine near the terminal end, is 
greater than the gamma chainj peptide alone. Since 
30 cystine can be used for form disulfide bridges to 
proteins, or can be dimerized to form multimers, it 
appears that a synthetic fibrinogen could be formed 
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using the hybrids of th invention. For example, S£& 
United States Pat nt No. 4,703,039. In like manner, 
the close physical structure connection of binding 
domains between fibrinogen and von Willebrand factor, 

5 see. United States Patents Mos. 4,661,471 and 
4,666,884, leads to the possibility that the same 
procedure could be used for making molecules which 
inhibit von Willebrand factor, fibrin, or other 
adhesive protein platelet interaction, or, in fact, 

10 allow for the formation of synthetic adhesive 
proteins. In fact, it may be possible to mix 
domains, e.g., place domains from different peptides 
on" the same hybrid to achieve new and distinct 
effects. 

is The foregoing examples are purely 

illustrative and are not meant to limit the scope of 
the present invention. Those skilled in the art may 
determine other methods or peptides within the scope 
of the invention. The invention is defined by the . 

20 following claims. 



What is claimed is: 
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CLA1MS ': 

1. A hybrid linear p ptid of the form 

X 1" X 2 where x i comprises an analogue of a first 
interaction site on an adhesive protein for a first 
receptor domain for said protein, and X 2 comprises 
5 an analogue of a second interaction site on said 
adhesive protein for a second receptor domain on said 
protein, wherein said first interaction site and said 
second interaction site are distinct on the native 
form of said adhesive protein. 

10 2. The hybrid peptide of claim 1 wherein said 

first and second receptor domains are located on a 
platelet. 

3. The hybrid peptide of claim 2 wherein said 
adhesive protein is selected from a group consisting 

15 of fibrinogen, fibrin, and von Will eb rand factor. 

4. The hybrid peptide of claim 3 wherein said 
adhesive protein is fibrinogen and X x and X 2 
comprise analogues of the interaction sites for 
platelets on the gamma chain and the alpha chain of 

20 fibrinogen. 

5. The hybrid peptide of claim 4 wherein Xj 
comprises an analogue or analogue fragment of the 
gamma chain platelet interaction site and X 2 
comprises an analogue or analogue fragment of the 

25 alpha chain platelet interaction site of native 
fibrinogen. 
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6. The hybrid peptide of claim 5 wherein X 2 

c mprises a tetrapeptide select d from a gr up 
consisting Of RGDV, RGDN, RGDF, RGDY, RGDS, RGDM, and 
RGDC. 



5 7. The hybrid peptide of claim 6 wherein Xj 

is a linear peptide of 2-13 residues comprising an 
active portion of the sequence HHLGGAKQAGDV or 
substituted analogues thereof. 

8. The hybrid peptide of claim 7 wherein said 
10 active portion comprises the sequence HHLGGAKQ. 

9. A method of inhibiting the interaction of 
platelets with adhesive proteins comprising the steps 
of: 

forming a linear hybrid peptide which 
33 contains analogues of peptide sequences from said 
adhesive protein which react with at least two 
different domains of interaction sites on said 
platelets; 

reacting said hybrid peptide with said 
20 platelets; and 

exposing said platelets to said adhesive 

protein. 

10. The method of claim 9 wherein said hybrid 
peptide has the form Xj-X 2 where X x is an 

25 analogue of a first interaction site on said adhesive 
protein for a first receptor domain for said adhesive 
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pr t in, and X 2 is an analogua of a second 

int racti n site n said adhesiv protein f r a 

second receptor domain on said adhesive protein* 

11. The method of claim 10 wherein said adhesive 

5 protein comprises fibrinogen, X 1 comprises an 
analogue of the interaction site for platelets on the 
gamma chain of fibrinogen, and X 2 comprises an 
analogue of the interaction site for platelets on the 
alpha chain of fibrinogen. 

10 12. The method of claim 11 wherein X 2 

comprises a tetrapeptide selected from a group 
consisting of RGDV, RGDN, RGDF, RGDY, RGDS, RGDM, and 
RGDC. 

13. The method of claim 11 wherein X x is a 

15 linear peptide of 2-13 residues comprising an active 
portion of the sequence HHLGGAKQAGDV or substituted 
analogues thereof. 

14. The method of claim 13 wherein said active 
portion comprises the sequence HHLGGAKQ. 

20 15. The method of claim 9 wherein said adhesive 

protein comprises von Willebrand factor. 

16. A method of promoting aggregation of 

platelets comprising the steps of: 

forming a hybrid aggregation promoting 
25 molecule, said hybrid aggregation promoting molecule 
being a multimer of a linear hybrid analogue of 
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interaction sites on an adhesive protein which r act 
with receptor sites on platelets, each of said linear 
hybrid analogues having the form Xj-X 2 wher 
is an analogue of at least a portion of a first 
interaction site on said adhesive protein and X 2 is 
5 an analogue of at least a portion of a second 
interaction site on said adhesive protein; and 

incubating said hybrid aggregation promoting 
molecule with platelets under conditions which 
promote interaction of said platelets and said hybrid 
aggregation promoting molecule to promote platelet 
10 aggregation. 

17. The method of claim 16 wherein said 

conditions which promote interaction comprise the 
step of activating said platelets with an agonist. 

IS. The method of claim 16 wherein said adhesion 

15 protein comprises fibrinogen, said first interaction 
site comprises an analogue of the platelet 
interaction site on the gamma chain of fibrinogen, 
and said second interaction site comprises an 
analogue of the platelet interaction site on the 
20 alpha chain of fibrinogen. 

19. The method of claim 18 wherein X 2 

comprises a tetrapeptide selected from a group 
consisting of RGDV, RGDN, RGDF, RGDY, RGDS, RGDM, and 
RGDC. 

25 20. The method of claim 18 wherein X x is a 

linear peptide of 2-13 residues comprising an active 
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porti n f the seguenc HHLGGAKQAGDV r substitut a 
analogues ther of. 

21. The method of claim 20 wherein saia active 

portion, comprises the sequence HHLGGAKQ. 

5 22. A methoa.of promoting aahesion of platelets 

to vessel walls comprising the steps of: 

forming a hybrid adhesion promoting 
molecule, said hybrid adhesion promoting molecule 
being a multimer of a linear hybrid analogue of 
interaction sites on an adhesive protein which react 
10 with receptor sites on platelets, each of said linear 
hybrid analogues having the form Xj-X 2 ; and 

incubating said hybrid adhesion promoting 
molecule with platelets under conditions which 
promote interaction of said platelets and said hybrid 
15 adhesion promoting molecule to promote platelet 
adhesion. 

23. The method of claim 22 wherein said 

conditions which promote interaction comprise the 
step of activating said platelets with agonists. 
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